MINUTES

CITY OF COCOA
DISTRICT 1 HALL MEETING

April 18, 2017

A District 1 Town Hall Meeting was held on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 in City Council
Chambers, Cocoa City Hall, 65 Stone Street, Cocoa, Florida, as publicly noticed.

l OPENING MATTERS:
Councilman Whipple called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

Fire Chief Prince provided the invocation and Police Chief Cantaloupe led the
assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America.

Councilman Whipple introduced City Council and welcomed all and advised that
persons wishing to speak should fill out a speaker card and limit their comments
to three (3) minutes. He advised directors would be providing presentations' on
their departments.

Present: Henry U. Parrish llI Mayor
Don Boisvert Deputy Mayor
Clarence Whipple, Jr. Councilman
Matt Fuhrer Assistant City Manager
Angela Ferguson Assistant City Clerk
Absent: Brenda Warner Councilwoman
Jeri Blanco Councilwoman
John Titkanich, Jr. City Manager

Assistant City Manager Fuhrer introduced staff members present:

Ed Wegerif, Public Works Director; Ann Quesada, Accounting Manager; Mike
Cantaloupe, Police Chief, Gene Prince, Fire Chief, Steve Belden, Community
Services Director; Jack Walsh, Utilities Director; and Tammy Gemmati,
Administrative Services Director.

Il Discussion Topics

1. Department Updates

! Exhibit A: District 1 Town Hall Meeting, Staff Presentations
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Police Chief Cantaloupe reviewed his slides regarding Calls for Service to the
Cocoa Police Department highlighting the amount of proactive patrol checks that
the officers perform and highlighted some new initiatives:

e Park, Walk and Talk (civic engagement with community and citizens)

e Weekly Community Watch Meetings (provides location specific crime
data)

o Aggressive Traffic Enforcement (use of crosswalks and regular radar on
us1)

e Internet Sales Exchange Program Location (a safe zone at the Police
Department to meet with buyers and sellers)

He also spoke about not encouraging the homeless to loiter in the City by not
providing them money and to contact 211 which can provide outreach services to
the homeless. He added that it is important to prevent major crimes by locking
doors, concealing purses and other valuables out of view of car thieves, and
keeping garage closed and locked.

Fire Chief Prince thanked everyone for attending and explained the fire and

rescue services that the Fire Department provides to the City highlighting that all
firefighters are dual certified as firefighters and EMT’s/paramedics. He spoke

about the importance of mutual aid between the Cities and how well it works to o
ensure coverage near borders or during larger occurrences. J

Fire statistics were shared and he noted that there is a 15 % increase in calls for
service over the last few years and there were 1296 calls for service in the first
three months of 2017.

Fire Chief Prince provided the latest developments regarding the construction of
the new fire stations. Fire Station 1 walls are going up and should be completed
in December 2017 and Stations 2 and 3 are in the permitting stage. He provided
the locations of the new stations:

o Station 1: Administration: 114 First Street
o Station 2: 113 Fiske Boulevard (will house a County ambulance)
e Station 3: 2003 Michigan Avenue

Mr. Belden introduced himself and explained the various divisions within
Community Services. He highlighted capital projects within District 1:

e Stone Street Streetscape, 90% completed
s Pedestrian Connector from 520 to U.S. 1, contract is in process of being
signed.
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¢ Recent Housing Authority Home Purchase

e Regina Myra subdivision, last phase under construction.

o T-dock extension at Riverfront Park

¢ Wawa, storm water project is almost complete and construction will start
soon.

Mr. Wegerif introduced himself and welcomed all. He indicated it has been a very
busy year for Public Works and shared new and ongoing projects:

e Fiske Boulevard improvements to include new drainage and sidewalks.

¢ Provost Park parking lot

e Bus Stop Shelters, 1% two being City Hall and the Peachtree/Fiske
Boulevard.

Mr. Walsh shared the structure and responsibilities of the Utilities department
and detailed the potable water and sewer systems. He shared flow statistics for
the Dyal and Sellers Plants, as well as work completed by the Field Operations
division. He also stated there were 15-20 engineering projects ongoing and that
Lift Station #4 at School Street and Fiske Boulevard would be completed in a few
months, and that the Peachtree Street East project would be complete by the
end of the fiscal year.

Ms. Gemmati spoke about the Summer Youth Program explaining that it was a
paid internship for Rockledge and Cocoa High School Juniors and Seniors that
reside within the city limits of Cocoa. 22 positions are open and applications can
be found on the City’s website, in their school's guidance office, or they may
reach out to Jana Bauer at CareerSource Brevard.

2. Citizen Input

Norris Park, 1111 Burnham Street spoke about the traffic circle in front of First
Baptist Church in the village. He submitted a drawing?, showing and suggesting
that the City “square up” the area and put a four way stop sign at the Rosa L.
Jones Boulevard, Brevard Avenue, and John Garren Lane intersection. He
indicated that it would rid the area of confusion amongst drivers who do not know
which way to go.

Mr. Park also pointed out that Extreme Motors on U.S. 1 is constantly parking
cars on the sidewalk and treating it like a parking lot. They are told to move them,
and they do, but then they just park the cars back on the sidewalk at a later date.
He thought issuing citations may help.

2 Exhibit B: Drawing, Brevard Ave/Rosa L. Jones/Oak/John Garren

3




District 1 Town Hall Meeting 4-17-2017

In response, Councilman Whipple assured him that his concerns would be
looked in to and follow up would happen.

Alex Goins said he appreciated the hard work of everyone in the City.

He finds it troubling that the traffic light at Blake Avenue and S.R. 520 are
lengthy, and felt that there should be a turn signal at Rosa L. Jones and Fiske
Boulevard as sometimes he sits in traffic for 8-10 minutes. He added that bright
white lights are desired at Blake Avenue and Rosa L. Jones Boulevard so that
people walking or waiting for the bus feel safe and criminals are deterred. He
also felt that the City should make sure that the trees are cut at the Rosa L.
Jones/ Fiske Blvd intersection are trimmed like they are on U.S 1 as that
intersection is an entry point to the City as well. Lastly, he expressed that he
would like the Police Department’'s Walk and Talks to be more consistent.

Councilman Whipple thanked Mr. Goins and said beautification is on the books
and he will not leave Council without having tended to concerns.

Mayor Parrish stated that he wants it to look good in that corridor.

Larry Sinclair, 1052 Mitchell Street, spoke about issues in Broadmoor Acres and
questioned the timeline of the drainage project. He felt it was important to look at

the City as a whole, and not just certain sections. He was happy with lighting
improvements on Fiske Boulevard and he sees residents taking pride in their "
neighborhood. He added that there are speeders on Mitchell Street on a regular

basis and that perhaps a roundabout would help deter the speeding. By July, he

hopes that construction breaks on new homes in Broadmoor Acres.

Councilman Whipple expressed his appreciation to Mr. Sinclair for his
compassion to bring up the community, and that he comes with suggestions at
Council meetings.

Demetrius Waters, 911 School Street, expressed that he felt insulted by local
politicians for the last seven (7) years. He spoke about the afforded civil rights to
public accommodation and asked for the resignation of Councilman Whipple. He
pointed out that Councilman Whipple was appointed by Council and not elected
by the people. He wants to resolve the issue and cited a Florida State Statute to
start a referendum to remove Councilman Whipple from office. He added that
Council is selected to represent all, not just some.

Councilman Whipple thanked Mr. Waters for his time.

Charles Watson, 1203 Montclair Road, spoke about the dangers of water
fluorination. He provided statistics and cited that most countries do not add
fluoride to the drinking water, and 90% of European countries do not. He listed
side effects that fluoride has on the body and mind.
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Councilman Whipple asked Mr. Walsh to contact Mr. Watson to follow up on his
concerns.

Deputy Mayor Boisvert thanked everyone for their comments and for being
present.

Councilman Whipple said he was happy to be back and he is not going
anywhere. He will move on in a positive manner. He thanked everyone in
attendance.

Assistant City Manager Fuhrer shared that City Manager Titkanich is in
Tallahassee advocating on current legislative issues.

Mayor Parrish was happy to see a great showing of people. There are many
opportunities in the City for residents and businesses. He reminded everyone to
speak highly of the City.

He mentioned the new Wawa that will be built, the Stone Street project, and the
addition of about thirty (30) on street new parking spots in the village area. It was
affirmed that Moore Center was coming along. Support for the All Aboard station
being located in Cocoa was expressed and he indicated it was a good possibility
and if Cocoa was chosen it would be at the corner of Rosa L. Jones Drive and
us. 1.

Mayor Parrish felt Cocoa had the best downtown and thought everyone should
use it. He expressed that before his term is up he wants to make sure all jobs in
all districts are completed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The Town Hall Meeting adjourned at 7:08 pm.

)

Hean( l*'./Parrish ll, Mayor

ATTEST:

Iy
" .
o .
e

Carie she.%nﬁa Clerk
(Transcn é\A Férguson Assistant City Clerk)
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Teri Butler, CGFO

Finance Director
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